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Proposal for Conserving Historic Bukit Persekutuan (Federal Hill) as a Critical Green Lung of Kuala Lumpur and site of the Natural History Museum of Malaysia

The Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) and Badan Warisan Malaysia (BWM) sent a Concept Proposal* recommending to the Federal Government that Bukit Persekutuan (Federal Hill) should preserve its existing natural and heritage character and serve the public as:
a) a healthy green lung area for recreational, educational and for multi-use purposes, such as:

i. A Recreational area

ii. An Ethno Botanical Garden

iii. A Nature Education Centre
iv. A Centre for Youth organisations  and artist communities
v. An Architectural Heritage Enclave, and

vi. A Healthy Lifestyle and Sustainable Living Centre and 
b) the proposed location for  Natural History Museum of Malaysia, due to its forested nature, proximity to population, tourism, education, recreational and transportation hubs.
Bukit Persekutuan (Federal Hill) lies immediately adjacent to the Kuala Lumpur City Centre, bounded by the KL Sentral Commercial Area, Muzium Negara, Taman Tasik Perdana (Lake Gardens) and the Bangsar and Damansara residential areas. 

This Concept Proposal notes that Kuala Lumpur is in need of more green lung areas as is Highlighted in the KL Structure Plan 2020 and that KL has an ‘incomplete green network’ especially in the City Centre. Green lungs reduce heat, clean the air, absorb rainwater and reduce flash floods.  
Bukit Persekutuan (Federal Hill) is a unique forested green area and one of KL’s last large green lungs, the only other within the Kuala Lumpur City Centre being Bukit Nanas Forest Reserve. It is well served by public transport along Jalan Bangsar and KL Sentral transportation hub, has easy access with ample parking for cars. Many joggers and cyclists are seen during the mornings and evenings, and even Hash House Harriers use the area regularly. 

The development of the KL Sentral Commercial Area, and its city centre location, may introduce new threats to Bukit Persekutuan (Federal Hill), in the form of pressures for development. However, the needs of the city and its people are better served by protecting Bukit Persekutuan (Federal Hill). 

This Concept Proposal will enhance the role and reputation of Kuala Lumpur as a centre for education, knowledge, culture and healthy living and it also supports the Vision of the Kuala Lumpur Structure Plan 2020 to be a World Class Sustainable City.
Note: 
* The joint Concept Proposal by the MNS and BWM was sent to the Prime Minister on 31 December 2007. Copies were also sent to the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Wilayah Persekutuan, Minister of Natural Resources and Environment, Minister of Culture, Arts and Heritage, Mayor of Kuala Lumpur, Department of Town and Country Planning and the Jawatankuasa Teknikal untuk Merancang dan Menubuhkan Muzium Sejarah Semulajadi di Malaysia at the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM). 
The objective of the Concept Proposal is to recommend  the conservation of the scenic, natural and historical 70-hectare Bukit Persekutuan (Federal Hill), as an extension of the Taman Tasik Perdana (Lake Gardens), as one of the main green lungs and recreational areas for the communities in the city for the purpose of:

a. Ecological functions;

b. A center of excellence for Environmental Education including the site of the Natural 
      History Museum of Malaysia; and 

c. Recreational use for city dwellers.
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