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Kampung Cina was listed on the 100 Most Endangered Sites
of the World Monuments Watch (WMW), a programme of
the World Monuments Fund in 1998, 2000 and 2002. After
the initial listing, Badan Warisan received an American
Express Award through the WMW to prepare an Area
Conservation and Revitalisation Plan. The two year study
conducted by Badan Wa r i s a n responded to the planning
proposals that would have had a serious impact on both the
Òphysical entity and the living communityÓ of Kampung Cina.
These proposed developments included new developments
for infill of old buildings, road widening and a major land
reclamation scheme.  All were considered to be insensitive to
the history and character of Kampung Cina.  Alongside these
proposals were also the impending threats of the Repeal 
of the Rent Control Act, use of old buildings as ÒbirdsÕ 
nest housesÓ, and the gradual relocation of the existing
community to new are a s .

Badan Warisan has stated a comprehensive case for the 
conservation of Kampung Cina. Emphasising that Kampung
Cina is not a museum but a living community whose 
architectural legacy reflects the origins of the Kampung and
the trades of the Chinese merchants who established the 
township. Any redevelopment or renovation of Kampung
Cina should both recognise and respect the significance and
authenticity of the place and be sympathetic to the traditional
industries and uses of the properties. To redevelop Kampung
CinaÕs waterfront in the manner suggested divorces the
Kampung from its roots. Also importantly there has to be
consultation with the local community. At present a number
of Kampung CinaÕs residents are objecting to the proposal
and are resisting plans to alter the waterfront.

Members will be kept posted of any further news.

Diana Cooper,
Editor
editor @badanwarisan.org.my
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Dear Members and Friends of  Heritage, 

Heritage in Danger - Kampung Cina, Kuala Terengganu

It was announced in the press in early September 2005, that
Kampung CinaÕs waterfront was to be replaced with a road,
a row of retail outlets and a park. The proposed development
is part of a RM500 million Kuala Terengganu Structural
Development Plan, to transform the area into a major tourist
attraction.

The project is re p o rted to involve the demolition of seven
2 0 0 -y e a r-old shophouses along the banks of Sungai
Te rengganu and the Kampung Cina Bridge, which was
gazetted, as a heritage site in 2004.

Badan Warisan Malaysia has been involved with Kampong
Cina for fifteen years. As early as 1992 Badan Warisan 
presented a conservation proposal to the Terengganu S t a t e
g o v e rnment, in an attempt to protect the heritage of a 
number of kampungs in the area including Kampung Cina.
The proposal recommended a variety of activities that would
create an economic revival of the area Òwhile retaining the
authenticity of the placeÓ.

View of  the river f rom Jalan Bandar. Note the lit ter and garbage at  
low t ide under the building.

Fa•ade details of  shophouses.

Interior courtyard. View f rom courtyard.

BirdsÕ nest  house.
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a p p reciate, not to speak of the musicians playing the old
tunes relevant to the event.

T h e re is not doubt that the drawing in of the younger 
generation into the world of social and historical 
c o n s e rvation in a rapidly changing rural and semi-urban
milieu is most welcome and DiGi Telecommunications must
be credited for their initiative and concern in having this
session. At the end of the day, it is the involvement of the
younger generation in heritage conservation that is sore l y
needed today particularly in the older semi-urban settings
of smaller Malaysian towns. Judging by the contributions of
aspirants to the Mubin Sheppard Memorial Prize, one gets
the feeling that there is an over-emphasis on the usual
a rchitectural symbols in the major cit ies and towns. Eff o rt s
should be made, as Digi Telecommunications did, to first of
all invite greater participation of the more Òru r a l - s u b u r b a n Ó
c h i l d ren into the conservation of their built heritage and all
the socio-cultural activities associated with it.  

This is all the more urgent these days as the transform a t i o n
of this entire socio-cultural and economic fabric of
Malaysian society continues at a relentless pace and the
visual past history of the country is being systematically
d e m o l i s h e d .

Silat  wizardry.

Raising of  the t iang seri. Tradit ional t imber house.

TerengganuÕs Rich Her itage 
By Dr  Chandran Jeshurun

In June 2005 a rather mixed gathering of people from the
arts, the media, the adventure travel business, photographers
and film makers were assembled at the salubrious Sutra
Beach Resort north of Kuala Te rengganu courtesy of DiGi
Telecommunications for a celebration of some aspects of
the stateÕs rich cultural heritage. The primary focus of the
occasion was DiGiÕs ÒAmazing MalaysiansÓ contribution to
its corporate social responsibility (CSR) and the individual
c o n c e rned was none other than the renowned arc h i t e c t
and conservationist, member of Badan Warisan YM Raja
DatoÕ Kamarul Bahrin Shah.

The event was stretched over an entire weekend and it
comprised, to me at least, two rather remarkable elements
of tradition and modernity that involved both the experienced
practitioners and the promising new faces of the young. It
was particularly impressive to observe the natural youthful
curiosity and their somewhat tentative fascination of some
80-odd school children from Kuala Te rengganu with the
visual symbols of their StateÕs cultural past. Not only were
these formative minds, mostly 16 to 18 year olds, tre a t e d
to an insight into the incredibly rich built wooden arc h i t e c t u re
of the State, they were also provided the rare opport u n i t y
of experiencing a hands-on introduction to typical Malay
weaving and woodcarving skills. The students were divided
into three groups and besides the above arts a third gro u p
attempted the diff icult task of line-drawing of old Malay
wooden stru c t u res. The whole session was presided over 
by the ÒAmazing MalaysianÓ himself and this obviously lent 
a lot of meaning and sense of importance to the school
c h i l d ren who participated in the event.

On the side of Te re n g g a n u Õs incredibly rich cultural heritage,
DiGi Communications sponsored the launch of a rare l y - s e e n
Malay socio-cultural observance, namely, the raising of the
tiang seri or central pillar in the construction of a traditional
Malay timber house. It was quite an absorbing experience
since the event had to be preceded by the playing of old
Malay musical instruments and a display of the Malay mar-
tial arts in the form of the silat. Both of these were so
i m p ressive in their traditional purity that is rarely seen in the
m o re stylized versions in tourist-linked activities in Kuala
L u m p u r, that they exuded as much solemn recognition of
Te re n g g a n u Õs cultural and historical heritage as the beauty
of the building that was being re s t o red by YM Raja DatoÕ
K a m a rul Bahrin Shah. I must confess that the exceptional
s t a n d a rd of silat wizard ry by four young men under the
tutelage of an old guru from the interior was a joy to

YM Raja DatoÕ Kamarul
Bahrin Shah.
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best Bahasa Malaysia.I  called the number  which turned out to be Ampang Bomba. I
repeated what I  had said to Telecom and gave the address. As I  waited, thoughts
raced through my mind. Ð How had the deer  made its way from the Zoo, 5 km away,
if indeed it had come from there? There were houses all the way between Dataran
Ukay and the Zoo. Could it be someoneÕs runaway pet? A wild deer? A protected 
animal but from where?

About half an hour  later , a huge red truck, the size of a pondok, ar r ived at my front
gate. Cur ious neighbours out at the time must have thought I  must have been hit by
another  landslide. (Since the November  2002 landslide I  had become somewhat of a
Dataran Ukay ÔsurvivorÕ.)

A result of the 2002 landslide was that a big slice of hillside with its jungle cover
behind the house had disappeared.  There was also no more physical connection
between the ground level and the first floor  at the back, a sheer  drop of more than
10 feet. The destroyed spiral stairs were still in ruins. The deer  must have leapt
down all the way from the top of the back wall.

Four  firemen came in, two young and two older . The young firemen had lassos, one
attached at the end of a long metal pipe. The other  two held a big sheet of tarpaulin
between the house and the neighbourÕs wall, to block any way of escape. After  some
frantic manoeuvr ing, the two with their  lassos failed to get near  the deer  when it 
suddenly lunged at the tarpaulin. Down came all four  men on top of the deer , trap-
ping it under  the sheet. I t gave out loud cr ies, sounding almost human, in despera-
tion. I  felt really sorry for  it. The firemen struggled for  some time before overpower-
ing the fur iously struggling deer . Two men pressed down on it while the other  two
held the kicking back legs, tying them together  followed by the front pair . The deer
was carr ied in the tarpaulin to the truck.

I  warned the chief fireman that he was to phone me as soon as he reached the Zoo.
He had asked laughingly whether  I  liked barbequed deer  meat and the head mount-
ed, hung on the wall. Shocked, I  said ÒAwak bukan ser ius kah? Saya buat Polis
repor t Enche.Ó and he laughed some more.

Later  in the morning I  received a call from the fireman at the Zoo and spoke to the
Zoo PR lady who passed me to the vet, En Nizam. I  was told that the deer  was a
kijang or  barking deer  and most likely to have come from Bukit Belacan. I t was their

ÒThe Day the Kijang Dropped InÓ
A True Story of a different kind of conservation by Chen Voon Fee

July 5, 2004, Dataran Ukay, Ampang. Like every other
morning before breakfast, I  came downstairs and
opened the back door  with a metal gate on the outside.
There was a scur rying sound before the door  was fully
opened. To my surpr ise, a full-grown deer  was looking
straight at me through the metal gr ille. I  wondered who
was more star tled.

ÒHello!Ó I  said, ÒWhere have you come from?Ó

Not getting any reply, I  thought: ÒDear  Deer ! You must
have escaped from the Zoo! I  called up Telecom 103 for
the Zoo or  WWF Malaysia.

Telecom said, ÒTunggu sabentarÓ after  I  explained
ÒAda sa-ekor  rusa dalam kawasan rumah saya.Ó, in myKijang chicks at  Tumpat , Kelantan.

Photo by Elizabeth Cardosa.
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known habitat. There was a lot of development there lately. I t could also be one
that had escaped from the Zoo more than a year  ago. There was no cer tainty as
there was no identification. The deer  was a fully-grown male weighing some 30
kilos. I  asked him, ÒWhen can I  come to see it?Ó

ÒIn about 2 weeks, the deer  is in quarantine, under  observation.Ó

My initial euphor ia was slowly altered over  the week by the comments and 
reactions of my fr iends to whom I  had told the story.

C.H. from my swimming group: ÒWhat a pity the divine hand that sent the deer
did not throw in some ginger  and spr ing onion.Ó (ÔVenison with ginger  &  spr ing
onionÕ is a well known dish in Chinese restaurants.)

Dr . K.K. at my Taichi class: ÒFrankly; I  think of my stomach first. The deer
would be slaughtered and kept in the fr idge, cutting a piece whenever  I  wanted to
have it.Ó I  listened in horr ified silence. He was deadly ser ious.

My sister : ÒAyah! Why didnÕt you Ôphone the newspaper , take your  photo with
the deer? Get publicity lah! for  the landslide.Ó

AG: ÒYou should have made fr iends with it. Keep it for  a few days, feed it with 
vegetables and fruit; see how it will react.Ó

A Datin Amar: ÒI  would have kept it as a pet.Ó

CWJ: ÒHappiness will come to you.Ó
(The Chinese characters Fu, Lu and Shou mean For tune, Success and Longevity 
represented by 3 venerable figures displayed in Chinese homes. Deer  has the same
Lu sound. The animal is traditionally used in Chinese ar t to represent happiness
through achievement.)

What have I  missed by acting so hastily?

Two weeks later  I  called up and went to the Zoo, En Tamar and his assistant En
Musa were waiting at the secur ity gate. En Tamar explained that deers die easily
from extreme stress. ÒAlamak!Ó I   remembered BombaÕs rescue technique. No, it
was not injured. He was not sure it was a former  Zoo escapee but it must be from
the Bukit Belacan forest reserve. The deer  habitat had been encroached upon by
development lately. Yes, there was a Ôcorr idorÕ along which animals could find
their  way through built-up areas to Dataran Ukay and other  par ts of Ulu Klang.

Finally, we reached the holding pen where the kijang was kept. I t was still under  
observation and could not yet be released among the other  deer . The males would
fight it.

I  looked at my kijang, which looked back, silent, impassive.  What was it thinking?
I f only he could communicate.  Would it tell me, ÒLook, what you have done, put
me in pr ison after  I  have been free?Ó

I returned home feeling sad. I  come down every morning and open the back door,
expecting to see my kijang but there is no deer  anymore.

Post Scr ipt:
Chen Voon Fee sent this
email after visit ing his kijang
this August. 

The Lesson: the only pro p e r
w a y, I was told by Encik
Ta m a r, to conserve wild life
was to re t u rn the animal
back to its original forest or
known place from where it
came. If it were let free in a
new place it could face a
p roblem of survival, and of
attack from other animals,
which guard their terr i t o ry.
If the above was not possible
Ð then the second best 
was to look after it in a zoo
e n v i ro n m e n t, where there
a re facilit ies and the 
knowledge to keep it alive. 

It struck me that it was like
c o n s e rving endangere d
buildings like the moveable
Malay houses e.g. Rumah
Penghulu Seman. Its natural
habitat Ð the kampong has
d i s a p p e a red, it is a Òfish 
out of waterÓ. Or a block 
of terrace or shophouses,
which has modern i s e d
buildings sticking out 
i n c o n g ruously from the 
ro w. The next best thing is
to remove it to a ÔsafeÕ 
e n v i ronment, even though 
it is not true conservation. 
Is it better to lose the 
a n i m al /building or save it in
an artificial enviro n m e n t ? ?

I would like to hear if 
someone has the right
a n s w e r.



Visiting The Land Below The Wind:
MembersÕ Tr ip to Sandakan and 
Kota Kinabalu 

23 t o 26 September 2005  

As expected with any Badan Warisan event, there was a well
packed agenda, so much to do and see and Ð so little t ime.  

SMC President  Mr Yeo giving a personal tour to members.

In Sandakan, members were warmly welcomed by the
Sandakan Municipal Council, led by President Mr Yeo Boon
Hai and colleagues, especially the tireless Ms Catherin
Chua. Members also had the opportunity to meet Mr Lai
King Hang and Mr Peter Kue who were involved in the 
p roduction of the Sandakan Heritage Trail and kindly took
time out to walk members on the trail. 

One of the highlights of the visit to Kota Kinabalu was an
o p p o rtunity to enhance ties with the Sabah Society.
Members were invited to the Sabah SocietyÕs premises at
Damai Complex where our group was warmly welcomed by
our hosts led by Datuk Chan Chew Lun and YM Te n g k u
Datuk Zainal Adlin. An idea imported from them was the
use of the ÒMagic BoxÓ - to find out more, please attend
our future events!  

Members at  a brioef ing held at  the Sandakan Heritage Museum.

The Sabah SocietyÕs Secre t a ry Puan Zahrah Yaacob gave a
s h o rt presentation on their organisation. We also heard
about their recent commemoration of the 60th anniversary
of the Sandakan-Ranau Death Marches and we were given
an interesting preview of SabahÕs indigenous arc h i t e c t u re by
R.N. Sokial. Badan Warisan re c i p rocated with a pre s e n t a t i o n
on Badan Warisan and the issues we faced in conserv a t i o n .
We also off e red the Sabah Society re c i p rocal membership.
Both organisations pledged a greater co-operation in
re s e a rch and conservation matters. 
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The following evening, YM Tengku Datuk Adlin, Chairm a n
of the Sabah Tourism Board and Vice President of the Sabah
Society gave a dinner talk to members on the diversity o f
Sabah Õs tourism assets and presented members with a gift
pack courtesy of the STB at the end of the evening.  YM
Tengku also kindly facilitated arrangements for our visit to
the Tamu Besar Kota Belud the following day. 

Many people showed us very kind hospitality and even
opened their premises especially for our group on their off
days.  We would like to express our thanks everyone, too
n u m e rous to name here .

Members would also like to thank Dr Chandran Jeshuru n ,
P u a n Sri Datin Amar Elizabeth Moggie and Puan Sri Datin
Susan Jalaluddin for co-ordinating the trip and ensuring
that all went according to plan (as humanely as possible),
and keeping participants on track with the tight schedule.

H e re now, some members share just a few highlights of
their encounter with Sandakan, once dubbed ÒLittle Hong
KongÓ, and Kota Kinabalu, formerly called Jesselton. 

Dinner at  the Kinabalu Golf  Club.

One for the album - At  the Sabah SocietyÕs premises in Damai Complex.

Visit to ÒNewlandsÓ, the Agnes Newton
Keith House 
By Leslie A.K. James 

Those who have read Land Below the Wind, the first of
t h ree books on Borneo by American writer Agnes Newton
Keith, will be aware of how much the house she share d
with her husband Harry was the centre of her experience in
p re-war Sandakan. Situated on a wooded ridge overlooking
the town and Sandakan Bay, the house with its menagerie
of servants and animals, was both a haven and a point of
e n t ry for this perceptive and sensitive author. The best way
to approach the house and appreciate its location is on foot



Toot Toot!
By Andy Dr inkwater

We were told there
would be a train ride as
p a rt of our trip in and
a round KK, but only a
few of us knew (those
who had read the notes,
p e rhaps?) there would also be Ð not one, but two working
steam engines!  Definitely an experience to savour, for the
small boys (and girls) in our group Ð because there was 
no-one to tell us that we couldnÕt climb in the cab, or to
mind the oil and grease and dirt Ð all of which there were
copious amountsÉ .anyone who has read ÒWind in the
WillowsÓ knows exactly what I mean, when I say that to be
standing on the engine plates, hand on the throttle, and
peering out of the cab window, the only thing that can
possibly come to mind is Ð ÒToot TootÓ!  

These two magnificent steam engines were both built by
the Vulcan Foundry in Lancashire, Nort h e rn England, in
1955, and must have been fairly unique even then, as they
w e re wood-burning types; I would think hardly a common
design in England at least, as coal would be the norm. Now,
c e rt a i n l y, they are very rare, especially as they are still fully
functional, and even now do a good 2 days work each week
hauling tourists between Tanjung Ara and Papar. Hauling is
the only word to use when talking of steam engines!

Clearly for the people that care for them and drive them, it is
nothing less than a labour of love, very much evident in their
excellent Òoily ragÓ condition as we aficionados of the classic
vehicle brigade might say Ð by no means pristine and sterile
museum exhibits that donÕt have a drop of oil in them, but
dirty underneath, well greased where it matters and
absolutely ready for action Ð including getting your hands
black if you ventured into a cab - as I did. In other words,
pretty much as they had been throughout their working lives,
although now in a more gentle retirement, and looking as if
they would and could carry on for ever!   Pity that we did not
see them with steam up, because I can assure you that the
sight and sounds and smells of a large steam engine ready
for the off, would be quite splendid in this day and age of
silent monorails & LRTs, and smooth KLIA ekspesses Ð with
one of these Vulcan 2-6-2s champing at the bit, you would
definitely know you were going on a journey!

S a d l y, we were not able to take the steam-train ride, as
ours was not one of the days of their twice weekly sojourn ,
but still it was a pleasure and a privilege to admire them at
close quarters Ð for this small boy at least.
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up the rugged path from the town, the so-called Stairs with
a Hundred Steps. The re w a rd is well worth the eff o rt, as
Badan members who made the climb will attest.

The original house was occupied by Agnes and Harry fro m
1934 until 1942 when they were interned by the occupying
Japanese and sent to prison camps first on Pulau Berh a l a
near Sandakan and then to the notorious Batu Lintang
camp at Kuching. When the Keiths re t u rned to Sandakan
after the war they found their house destroyed. It was
rebuilt in 1946-47 on the original foundations to much the
same design and was the first government permanent 
timber house to be built after the war. Agnes and Harry
named it ÒNewlandsÓ and they lived in it until they left
Sabah in 1952. Although the house had many occupants
after the KeithsÕ depart u re it was always known as ÒAgnes
K e i t h Õs houseÓ.

The re s t o red Agnes Keith House is a true gem and the
highlight of any visit to Sandakan. Restoration was begun
by the Sabah Museum in collaboration with the Federal
D e p a rtment of Museums and Antiquities in 2001 and the
house was opened to the public in 2004.  It is a fitting 
tribute to the author who paid tribute to Nort Borneo and
its people in her first book, the tit le of which has been
adopted by Sabah Ð Land Below the Wi n d .

On entering the house Badan members were greeted by
the strains of 1930s music playing on a replica wireless 
set.  Beautifully polished b e l i a n floors, high ceilings and
re p roduction period furn i t u re re c reated the ambience of a
colonial government off i c e rÕs residence. Old photographs
and simple dŽcor completed the picture while upstairs
exhibits told the life-story of this gifted American writer and
her husband. A short but well-produced video pre s e n t a t i o n
incorporating documentary film placed Agnes Newton Keith
and her husband in their historical and social context.   

Agnes KeithÕs trilogy of life in Borneo before, during and
after the Second World War has become a classic. Badan
members were impressed with the way the Malaysian and
Sabah governments through their respective museums have
done justice to Agnes Keith the writer by restoring and
c o n s e rving her house as a national and state heritage site,
without doubt one of the best managed and maintained in
the country. 

* Leslie James has contributed an article on Sandakan to the

November 2005 issue of the Expat magazine. 
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Some thirty-four years ago, Tom and Barbara Harr i s o n
devoted a number of pages of their book, The Pre h i s t o ry of
Sabah (Kota Kinabalu: The Sabah Society, 1971), to the
unusual stone monuments standing in the rice fields of the
a rea west of Kota Kinabalu towards Papar and nort h w a rd s
t o w a rds Tuaran. They painstakingly re c o rded the locations
of these strange-looking stones of considerable bulk and
v a rying heights that were an integral part of Kadazan folk
c u l t u re and counted 12 of them on the Tuaran road and an
i n c redible 90 on the Papar road. Known as menhirs, these
megalithic-type stone formations might have had pro t o -
historic origins but they were an integral part of Kadazan
cultural and ritual practices right up to that late 20th century.

S a d l y, the HarrisonsÕ fervent recommendation that steps
ought to be taken to ensure their pre s e rvation, as they
w e re already being disturbed by human and animal 
activities at that t ime, was never taken seriously. That is,
not until a La Salle Brother in the person of Peter Phelan,
who hailed from Ireland and has lived in Sabah for more
than two decades, took it upon himself to put in writ ing
the years that he had spent in studying these menhirs. His
book entit led " Traditional Stone and Wood Monuments of
Sabah"  was published by Pusat Kajian Borneo (1997) and 
it not only marks the location of each menhir but also 
discussed in detail their place in the customs and folklore of
the lowland Kadazans in the rice fields of the Penampang
and Tuaran districts close to Kota Kinabalu. The stones
themselves come in diff e rent shapes and sizes although
most of them are tapered towards the top with a bro a d e r
base that is embedded in the ground usually on the bunds

that separate individual plots of rice. A wooden version of
the menhirs also exists but most of these have naturally
been largely lost through the passage of time.

On Badan Warisan MalaysiaÕs
latest visit to Sabah, we were
taken by train from Ta n j u n g
A ru in Kota Kinabalu to the
small town of Papar, the train
ride itself being something of
an Òold worldlyÓ e x p e r i e n c e .
While waiting for our coach to
a rrive at the Papar railway sta-
tion, Brother Phelan gave us an
i m p romptu talk on the re s e a rc h
that he had done both thro u g h
o b s e rvation and listening to
oral history as to the cultural
significance of the menhirs. It is quite fascinating that they
s e rved several purposes from signifying the passing of a
land-owner who had no children to acting as oath stones
and boundary markers. It was also pointed out to us that
they were all believed to have resident spirits in them which
could be called upon to settle disputes among the village
folk. Later, he navigated our coach through some of the
back roads of the Kadazan villages but, to our dismay, there
w e re hardly any to be seen.  Finally, on our way out of Papar
town Brother Phelan pointed out two menhirs standing in
the rice fields and we quickly got off the coach to see for
ourselves these extraord i n a ry stone monuments. 

One worrying thought that all of us came away with after
this rural tour was the danger to which these menhirs are
exposed primarily due to the rapid urbanization of the
c o u n t ryside. There was visible evidence of more and more
of the rice fields being left to lie fallow only to be almost
immediately turned into new construction sites for 
c o m m e rcial premises and residential development. One 
naturally wonders how many menhirs had become victims
of this inexorable march of small towns and suburbs in
recent years. Pre v i o u s l y, some menhirs were re g u l a r l y
u n e a rthed due to the rice fields around them having their
boundaries changed or, even more curiously, farm animals
such as buffalos knocking them down. Unless something
drastic is done immediately to have these unique menhirs
of Sabah marked and protected, there is every chance that
they will all disappear in less than a decade from now. 

SabahÕs Rare and Histor ic Stone
Monuments under  Threat
By Dr  Chandran Jeshurun

Rare sight ing.

Brother Peter Phelan.
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Tamu Besar  Kota Belud Ð 25 September  2005
Photos by Iolanda Capodanno and Badan War isan Malaysia

Snapshots of Sandakan and Kota Kinabalu
Photos by Badan War isan Malaysia

Sinurambi.Sandakan Memorial Par k /Aust ralian War Memorial.

Wisma Warisan Sandakan.

St  Michael's and All Angels' Church.
Sam Seng Kung Tample.

Sabah Museum.
Boat  to Berhala Island.
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Is heritage moveable? And if so why, how and where do
you move it too? The moveable heritage items in question
a re megaliths!

Once they were located on a site close to the ro u n d a b o u t
at Jalan Tugu near the old Railway Station Ð and then
o v e rnight they were gone!  A few rusting signboard s
remained as the only trace of their existence.

This had been the site of the Petronas Megalithic Park.
During the laying of a gas pipeline from Te rengganu to
Johor Bahru, excavations came across a large megalithic
g roup on the outskirts of Tampin town in Negri Sembilan.
P e t ronas working in tandem with the National Museum
relocated the stones found at Keramat Sungai Udang, in
Pengkalan Kempas to the Jalan Tugu site, placing with
them other megaliths found in the Malacca Ð Negri
Sembilan are a .

The late Tan Sri Mubin Sheppard, former Director of the
Museums and one of the founding members of Badan
Warisan, in 1962 made a detailed account of the Ta m p i n
site. Sheppard observed that the megaliths were of vary i n g
height and were arranged in pairs in lines aligned East and
West, with approximately one metre distance between the
rows which stood on a raised manmade mound. The stones
a re all of locally quarried granite, none of them are carv e d
or decorated, and they are two sided and have a ro u g h
a p p e a r a n c e .

Often called Òbatu hidupÓ, literally meaning Òliving stoneÓ,
these megaliths or more correctly menhirs, i.e. Òupright
stonesÓ have remained a mystery. In the Peninsula the age,
significance and function of these megaliths still remains an
a rea of debate. Popular folklore stated that these align-
ments marked Muslim graves.

A c c o rding to an article 
published in the
J o u rnal of the
Malaysian Branch of
the Royal Asiatic
Society of 1982, the
site at Tampin was
excavated in 1981 and
comprising of 79
stones, was one of 
the largest group of
megaliths found in 
the Peninsula. The
excavation was 
conducted in a series
of three cuttings to a
depth of appro x i m a t e l y
four metres, so 

reaching the water table, and being sufficiently deep to
uncover human remains if this had been a burial ground. 

U n f o rt u n a t e l y, the excavation did not reveal many clues as
to the date of the megaliths, due to the fact that this was
not a settlement site so few artifacts were discovere d .
Among the few found were some ceramic shards that were
identified as blue and white Chinese and Islamic ware, that
may have been used to give ritual offerings.  That the
megaliths were from prehistoric times gained some support
f rom the find of a few stone slabs that were uneart h e d
over a metre under the surface, so indicating a considerable
time period for this amount of earth to have accumulated.
The most significant outcome of this excavation was to 
d i s p rove the widely held local belief that it was a historic
burial site.

But where are the Megaliths now?

View of  the Laman Megalit  Put rajaya.

The megaliths have been found Ð their current re s t i n g - p l a c e
is in Putrajaya in Taman Putra Perdana. But the challenge 
to find the exact location is still there, as the map of the
g a rdens does not show or even mention Laman Megalit,
the visitor stumbles on them almost by accident!

T h e re they stand 86 megaliths on a raised ground surro u n d e d
by polished stone seating. The very sun bleached signboard s
o ffers the information of the orientation of the menhirs,
size of the mound (12 x 18 metres), the weight of the 
main or ÒibuÓ stone,  240 kilograms and 8 feet high. 
(Mix of metric and imperial measurements). However the

Megaliths Lost and Found!
By Diana Cooper

Entrance to the Laman Megalit .



Our Garden 

Badan Warisan Malaysia Õs Heritage Centre and Rumah
Penghulu are located on approximately 2 acres in the
h e a rt of Kuala Lumpur , surrounded by high rise buildings
and busy roads. Early in 2004 the establishment of the
Heritage Garden began with the planting of over 50
t rees of environmental, cultural and historic interest to
Malaysians. It is hoped as the years pass these trees will
continue to grow and contribute significantly to the
enhancement of our lives and bring pleasure to all who
visit the Centre. 

Our garden's " inhabitants"  are constantly hungry and
thirsty and in need of loving care. We would like to
s o u rce more interesting trees for planting and also develop
an herb garden. If you would like to become a gard e n
sponsor, please contact the Secretariat. Your contributions
of money, advice, time etc are all most welcome. 
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i n f o rmation is both misleading and some details are just not
s h a red with the visit ing public. The date of the excavation is
given as late 1989. So was this a subsequent excavation to
the one conducted in 1982? The site was re c o rded as hav-
ing 79 stones, whereas the ÒnewÕ Megalithic Park has a
total of 86?

Standing to one side of the mound are replicas of the thre e
principal stones found at Keramat Sungei Udang, these
being known as the: ÒSwordÓ, the ÒSpoonÓ and the
ÒRudderÓ. The replicas have been clumsily executed and are
set in an ugly cement dais. These large stones differ from the
other megaliths in that two of them have carved decoration. 

M r. I. H. N. Evans re s t o red the stones in 1919, he re c o rd e d
that the ground surrounding the site had not been dis-
turbed and there was no evidence of a grave in the are a .
Evans came to the conclusion that the megaliths were
memorial stones, that they were pre-Muslim and that the
builders of the tomb of ÒSheik Ahmad MajnunÓ who was
buried there in 1467 A.D. had carved the word ÒAllahÓ on
the tallest stone to Òsanctify an infidel monumentÓ. 

C o n s e q u e n t l y, there is the obvious possibility that these
stones pre-date the grave. However, details given at the
entrance to the park indicate that all the stones date fro m
18th Century!   Viewing a photograph taken by Evans in
1920 it shows the arrangement of the stones in re v e r s e
o rder to those displayed at Laman Megalit!

So will this now be the permanent home of the Megaliths?
And is it a fitting one? Have the megaliths been treated like
poor family cousins of the heritage world? Is this the best
they deserve? When you visit Putrajaya next Ð take timeÐto
find them - to take a look and judge for yourself!

B i b l i o g r a p h y :

¥ Megaliths in Malacca and Negri Sembilan: Mubin Sheppard .

Federation Museums Journal Volume VII 1962

¥ The Excavation of the Megalithic Alignment at Kampong Ipoh,

Tampin, Negeri Sembilan. A Note: Adi Haji Taha and Abdul Jalil Osman

Museums Department., JMBRAS Volume LVIII Part 1 1982.

The replicas of  the " Sword, Spoon and Rudder"  at  Laman Megalit . Note the 
posit ion of  the replica stones have been t ransposed.

The original megaliths at  Keramat  Sungai Udang, Pengkalan Kempas,
Negeri Sembilan.This megalith complex is promoted as a tourist  product . 



Shanghai has a rich and multi-layered past which has created
the city we have today, and which attracts many people to
visit and to live here. Shanghai is also one of the most
dynamic cit ies in the world Ð changing at a rapid rate.Wi l l
the changes eradicate the past and turn Shanghai into
another soulless high-rise desert, losing the very essence
that has attracted people to the place?

In the early 1990s, the fabric of the city, which had
remained unchanged for so long, began to disappear as
development started to take off. Such destruction pro m p t e d
Tess Johnston to publish her book ÒShanghai Ð A Last LookÓ
in 1993. In 2004, the ÒLast LookÓ was updated and re -
published with many of the buildings which she feare d
would be lost, in fact still standing. 

S h a n g h a i Õs architects, planners, academics, and govern m e n t
o fficials have been aware of the potential conflict between
c o n s e rvation and development since the early 1990s when
Shanghai was first given the ÔGreen lightÕ to develop. As
early as 1991, Shanghai had produced a list of 11 historical
and cultural areas in the inner city area, four ancient towns
in surrounding areas and 398 Ôexcellent modern buildingsÕ;
- all backed up with Government promulgated administrative
p ro c e d u re s .

ÒThe Administrative Regulations on the Pre s e rvation of
Excellent Modern Arc h i t e c t u reÓ published by the Shanghai
Municipal Government on December 5th 1991 sets out:

¥ The three heritage values used to select the buildings for
listing: historical, artistic and scientif ic.
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¥ The three levels of classification for protection of the
items: State protective unit for important cultural re l i c s ;
Shanghai protective unit for cultural relics; Shanghai
p rotective unit for arc h i t e c t u re .

¥ The amount of change permissible to the items: no
changes to the exterior or interior; limited changes to
designated parts of the interior; some changes to the
interior or exterior provided the changes are in the 
original style of the building. (the amount of change
p e rmissible is determined by the significance).

¥ The ways that the owner must protect the building: not
installing dangerous substances or equipment; re g u l a r l y
maintaining the building using a specialized org a n i z a t i o n
or specialist; not repairing the building without appro v a l .

¥ How new projects can be built in protected areas. New
work must accord with the original environment in
Ôscale, height, color etc.Õ In protective zones, the local
character must remain unchanged. ÒThe newly built
a rc h i t e c t u re or transformed arc h i t e c t u re should accord
with the original style of the zone in height, scale, 
materials and colour. Ó

¥ A p p roval is needed before any listed items can be 
relocated or pulled down.

By 2003, the Shanghai Municipal Government was re q u i r i n g
each sub-district to pre p a re its own list of significant sites.
In January 2004, Xu Hui district published its first list of 10
p re s e rved buildings, and attached informative, bi-lingual,
plaques on each building.

In October 2004, the Shanghai Municipal Govern m e n t
announced the creation of 12 conservation areas covering
27 square kilomteres of Shanghai. The areas are :

1. The Bund
2. Old Shanghai town
3. P e o p l e Õs Square
4. Hengshan Road Ð Fuxing Road
5. Nanjing Road We s t
6. Yuyuan Road
7. Xinhua Road

SHANGHAI Ð its past and future
By Anne Warr

View of  ShanghaiÕs historic waterf ront  on the Bund.

Roof  line of  the Bank of  Shanghai on the Bund.



plaques on buildings. The real challenge is the effective 
on-going management and protection of the heritage
places. In addition, I feel that much would be gained 
by more effective dissemination of the work of the 
g o v e rnment to the people of the city. Many people are
i n t e rested in the heritage of the city and would like to
know that its future is being pro t e c t e d .

In the mid 1990s, Tess Johnston, Patrick Cranley and Ti n a
Kanagaratnam founded the Shanghai Historic Houses
Association (SHHA) with the aim of bringing ShanghaiÕs
heritage to the attention of its cit izens through an active 
e-mail network, talks and tours. To join their e-mail gro u p ,
send a message to SHHA-subscribe@topica.com. In more
recent years, other groups such as Save Shanghai Heritage
(SSH) have formed with the aim of promoting the 
understanding, protection and care of Shanghai's Heritage
to all its residents and visitors Ð both Chinese and fore i g n .
Such community based groups are found in most cit ies, and
a re an essential grass-roots approach to protecting and 
p romoting heritage, balancing the top-down approach 
of the government. In the future it is hoped that these
community groups can form a useful dialogue with the
work of the government. 

16 June 2005

P re s e rv a t  i o n means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing

state and re t a rding deterioration. 

* Anne Wa rr is an architect from Sydney, Australia, who has been 

living on Shanghai since Febru a ry 2003. In her architectural career in

Sydney she worked as the heritage manager at the NSW Public 

Works Department and as heritage manager at the City of Sydney. In

Shanghai, Anne is writ ing an ÒArchitectural Guide to ShanghaiÓ 

for Wa t e rmark Press and is the China Director for an Australian 

a rchitectural company, AJ+C. 
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8. Shanyin Road
9. Ti l a n q i a o
1 0 . J i a n g w a n
1 1 . L o n g h u a
1 2 . Hongqiao Road

Accompanying the creation of the Conservation areas, the
Municipal and district planning departments have been
o rganizing Conservation Plans for each of the conserv a t i o n
a reas which will identify items of significance within each
a rea and set forth ways of controlling and guiding the 
p rotection. Many of the plans are being pre p a red by the
highly professional staff of the Shanghai Tongji Urban
Planning & Design Institute. In recent years conserv a t i o n
plans have been undertaken on:

¥ Xinhua Road
¥ Sinan Road
¥ Liyang Road
¥ Duolun Road
¥ Zhujiajiao ancient town
¥ Wa i t a n y u a n .
¥ Shaoxing Road

Currently, planning recommendations are being implemented
in conservation and renovation work on historic villas on
Xinhua Road, Sinan Road and Liyang Road.

So, as you can see from the above, the Shanghai Municipal
G o v e rnment has been busy over the last decade setting in
place the legislation and guidelines to protect the heritage
of the city. They are fast-tracking, as much as possible, the
work that has taken many other cit ies many decades to
achieve. There is still much to be done, of course, and the
Municipal government realizes that protection of the cityÕs
heritage is much more than just listing places and putting

Roof  line of  the Peace Hotel, formerly Cathay Hotel,
built  1920.

The old giving way to the new. the 87 f loor Jing
Mao Tower building behind a part ly demolished
restaurant .

The cityÕs modern icon building, the shocking pink
futurist ic Oriental Pearl Tower.



Rumah Temasek: 
A Piece of SingaporeÕs Histor y
by Gour i Mirpur i
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It feels a little strange. IÕm sitt ing at a desk writ ing this at
the exact spot where 40 years ago momentous decisions
about Singapore Õs future were deliberated. The desk sits at
the bottom of a sweep of stairs in old meranti wood, the
banister still showing off its curves and arches from back in
the post-First World War days when it was first built.

Rumah Temasek, the residence of the High Commissioner
of Singapore, was officially made ÒSingapore HouseÓ when
the Singapore Government took it over in 1963.

The purchase caused quite a ruckus in the Singapore
Legislative Assembly at the time and in the heat of a lively
debate, the Chairman asks how many rooms there are in
this new pro p e rty and how often it will be used to justify
the hefty expenditure. The Prime Minister justifies the
expenses adding, " We hope at the end of it all you will go
into a reasonable house and get a resonable dinner. That is
a l l . Ó

The purchase finally goes through, and in 3/9/63 the Straits
Times announces,

ÒThe Singapore Government has bought a two-storey 
mansion here as its official residence in the federal capital.

Adjoining the Selangor Golf Club course in Circular Road,
the house is undergoing conversion to make it ready for
occupation by the end of this month.

A patio has been added to the building for reception (sic).
Over a dish shaped fountain, guests will have a view of the
g a rdens and terraced lawn, overlooking the golf course
b e y o n d . Ó

Rumah Temasek was init ially used as a guest house for 
ministers and officials visit ing the capital. Room rates were
$3 to $10 per room per night, breakfast was $1.50 and the
c a retaker pre p a red a choice of a Chinese, Indian, Malay or
English dinner for just $2!  Children under 16 were not
allowed in.

During those early years, MM (Minister Mentor) Lee Kuan
Yew stayed here on his numerous trips to Malaysia. They
w e re historical t imes, and many decisions which shaped
S i n g a p o re Õs future took place here .

MM LeeÕs first memoir, The Singapore Story, is filled with
occasions when he spent t ime in the house, but perh a p s
the most significant was in 1965. As Toh Chin Chye,
Rajaratnam, Othman Wok and Goh Keng Swee 
contemplate the painful decision of a clean break of
S i n g a p o re from Malaysia,  Lee re t u rns to the house after a
f ruit less meeting with the Tu n k u :

ÒI re t u rned to Singapore House to re p o rt our discussion to
the others. Chin Chye sat at the desk by the foot of the
stairs near the dining room, writ ing something. As I walked
up the stairs, I saw that he had drawn a line down the 
middle of a piece of paper, on the left, he had put the 
a rguments for, and on the right, the arguments against 
separation. It was Chin Chye, the careful academic, Raja, a
c h a i n - s m o k e r, was outside on the patio puffing away. I
d rew Othman aside to ask if he would sign...Ó

Again later that afternoon, after another meeting,

ÒWhen I re t u rned to Singapore House ... I gave the Tu n k u Õs
letter (explaining the firmness of his decision for a separation)
to Chin Chye. Only then did he and Raja realise that we
had indeed reached breaking point... Soon after that, Chin
Chye signed, then Raja.Ó

As events start to roll, Lee thinks of his wife and childre n
who were holidaying in the Cameron Highlands:

ÒMeanwhile, I had arranged for Choo and the children to
come down by car from the Cameron Highlands to Kuala
Lumpur on Saturday afternoon and leave first thing Sunday
m o rning for Singapore, arriving late in the aftern o o n . Ó



Much has been written
about the traditional
business of Indians as
dobby wallahs in the
early urban centres of the
west coast of Peninsular
Malaysia. They were
found mostly in towns 
such as Ipoh and Kuala Lumpur and their numbers have
definitely dwindled in the face of professional cleaning
s e rvices using modern gadgets by enterprising new busi-
nessmen. In Kuala Lumpur today there is at least one
rather visible Indian laundry on Old Klang Road (Jalan
Kelang Lama) that began business way back in October
1954 under the name of Ganesh Laundry.  It was opened
by a K. Raman who had previously been working for
another Indian laundry not far away but decided on
opening his own business along what was then known
m e rely as Klang Road.

It was subsequently taken over by his eldest son,
K a l i m u t h u, who now manages the laundry with the help
of a younger brother and some half a dozen workers
h i red from India.  They occupy a moderate-sized piece of
land at the 3rd mile right beside the newly completed
six-lane highway in an old wooden single storey zinc-
roofed building that has seen litt le change from its
beginnings in 1954. In fact, Kalimuthu says that the
g rounds where the washing used to be hung out to dry
s t retched across the Klang Road to the other side where
t h e re now stands another long-established business, the
Hua May Decorative Stone Carvers. Another old-time
business which is Ganesh Laundry Õs immediate neighbour
is the Chinese cane furn i t u re-maker who still works out
of equally rustic wooden pre m i s e s .

Ganesh Laundry has been modernized in that it has 
electrically operated washing machines instead of the old
w o o d - f i red cauldrons in which the laundry used to be
boiled.And the ironing is done with electric irons albeit
m a n u a l l y. But drying is entirely left to the open air sun-
shine and gentle breezes, being thus inevitably subject to
the vagaries of the weather. There is an out-sized image
of the Hindu deity, Ganesha, inside the shop in a gilded
frame and decorated with a colourful f lower garland.
Although KalimuthuÕs business is still thriving judging by
the number of multi-coloured sarees and other forms of
South Indian clothing that can be seen hanging from the
clothes lines, his plot of land is rented from a Tamil Sri
Lankan landlord.  The completion of the new highway
will undoubtedly bring about major change to this old
Kuala Lumpur Òsemi-ruralÓ setting as pro p e rty values
escalate and one wonders what the future holds for such
traditional establishments as the Ganesh laundry.

The Indian Dobby Ð A Fast Dying Trade?
By Dr  Chandran Jeshurun
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Since those turbulent years, Rumah Temasek has underg o n e
many changes. Previous High Commissioners who either
resided or entertained in the house point to its chequere d
past. In 1971 Ambassador Chaing Hai Ding remembers 
having lunch at the residence with a newly-appointed
Kedah senator, a young medical doctor by the name of
Mahathir Mohammed. Even then, he suspected this young
man with vision would play a major role in the history of
M a l a y s i a .

P resident S. R. Nathan celebrated his childre n Õs birthdays on
the lovely grounds when he was High Commissioner in the
late 1980s and late President Wee Kim Wee had similar
fond memories from his days serving as High Commissioner
in the mid-1970s.

P e rhaps most precious are the pictures that the National
A rchives of Singapore has provided. In 1963,  there was a
historical celebration at Rumah Temasek to commemorate
the merger of Malaysia and Singapore. A news clipping
f rom the NST dated  2/11/1963 reads, ÒMore than 350 VIPs
including members of the Malaysian Cabinet last night
attended a reception to mark the opening of Rumah
Temasek. At the glittering reception, songs and dances
w e re perf o rmed ...Ó.

These delightful black and white photographs of the Tu n k u
and the Lees chatting in the hallways, and of Goh Keng
Swee and Donald Stephens (Chief Minister of Sabah)
together with their Prime Ministers and wives, all dancing
the Joget Modern under the stars now hang in the historical
residence, a reminder of the intertwined past of two 
neighbouring countries and the bonds that will always link
us as friends.

* Gouri Mirpuri lives in Kuala Lumpur at Rumah Te m a s e k .
Her role as a diplomatic spouse has taken her around the
world, where she has collected many interests and art i f a c t s .
In several places, she has looked at heritage and 
c o n s e rvation issues and traced a history of the embassy or
the official re s i d e n c e .



One of the most difficult and
d a n g e rous tasks was applying
the lacquer, an extremely toxic
medium, to the stage doors.
Some of the wood mouldings
w e re also treated with lacquer,
but with pigments being added
to the lacquer mixture, so that
with time the colours will
deepen and become shinier.
Extensive application of gold
leaf highlighted the carving on

the doors and lotus carvings at the front of the stage. Also
c e rtain areas were painted to replicate granite in sympathy
with the granite and wood topped pillars that support the
roof over the stage.

With the completion of the renovation the detail of the
murals and carpentry can be admired. Now one can clearly
see the auspicious Chinese symbols, significant among
them being the dragon and the phoenix re p re s e n t i n g
respectively strength and longevity. The dragon motif is
c a rved into the side doors of the stage while the phoenix is
painted in murals at the foot of the stage. Many of the
symbols refer to the seasons with flowers, set in vases re i t-
erating the symbol of peace. Scholastic attributes linked
with opera are featured with carvings of a scroll and a harp
in the eaves of the roof. Chinese coins, especially the
s q u a re within the round coins, favoured as amulets are
used as a pattern carved into the panels of the main stage
doors, symbolising pro s p e r i t y. One of the most stricking
murals at the front of the stage is the colourful re n d e r i n g
of the Qui Lin the mythical beast often described as the
Chinese spotted unicorn that is considered to be highly
a u s p i c i o u s .

With the completion of the renovation financed by Te m p l e
funds and private donations, one can appreciate the wealth
of detail and dedication of those who built the theatre. The
T h e a t re is an outstanding example of the skill of the crafts-
men involved past and present, which will come into its
own with the first perf o rmance anticipated in 2006!

* Many thanks to Josephine Chua and Tan Hoon Keong for supplying

details for this art i c l e .

Cheng Hoon Teng Opera Theatre -
A Restoration Drama
By Diana Cooper  
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Six months of work ended in August 2005, with the 
completion of the restoration of the theatre belonging to
the Cheng Hoon Teng. This was the third and final phase of
the Temple restoration, which had included restoring the
main Temple building and during the second phase 
renovating the auxiliary buildings. The outstanding quality
of the architectural restoration of the main temple building
was recognised by a UNESCO award in 2004.

Tan Jiak Kim built the theatre in 1890 in memory of his
father Tan Beng Swee. The Stage faces the central altar of
the Cheng Hoon Teng, dedicated to Kwan Yin, the Goddess
of Merc y. Consequently, the stage was used to enact
operas that celebrated the significant days in Kwan Yi n Õs
life: her ascent to heaven, her enlightenment, and the
major celebration being her birt h d a y.

Viewing the completed restoration on an extremely hot day
it was surprisingly cool backstage. Here the walls have been
cleaned and lime plaster reapplied. During the process of
cleaning when the layers of blue nila lime wash were
revealed, there was a surprising discovery. The walls were
c o v e red with numerous written passages as well as a few
simple drawings for which there is at present no explana-
tion. Examples of these can still be seen as two small are a s
have been left exposed.

Local work teams completed
c a r p e n t ry and the 
replacement of the ro o f
t iles, making every attempt
to retain as much of the
original fabric as possible.
Work on renovating the
murals, lime plasterw o r k ,
gold gilding, the lacquer
applications and the chien
nien, the cut and paste
s h a rd work, were all done

by craftsmen from southern China. A total of twelve 
workmen bringing with them the materials re q u i red came
f rom Quanzhou to complete the task. 
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Fund Raising For  Her itage Conservation.

The following are a selected list of well-known institutions
housed in heritage buildings; they are presently conducting
fund raising campaigns. These funds will support either the
necessary renovation, rehabilitation or building requirements,
to ensure that they continue to serve the community.

a) All Saints Church, Ta i p i n g .

Restoration work is in
p ro g ress on the roof of All
Saints Church. Built in
1886, All Saints was the
first Anglican Church in the
Malay States. The arc h i t e c t u re
of All SaintsÕ is considere d

unique because of its shingle roof. These are made fro m
b e l i a n, a hardwood native to Borneo, and it is these shingles
which are now under re p a i r. Badan Warisan has been
involved in an advisory capacity in this restoration pro j e c t .
The work is being completed by a local contractor fro m
Taiping using new shingles that have been donated by Ta n
Sri Ting from Sarawak. The cost for the restoration amounts
to RM110, 000. To date approximately one third of the
work has been completed and it is estimated that all re p a i r s
and restoration will be completed by the end of the year.

Donations can be sent to the Badan Warisan Secretariat to
be forw a rded. Cheques should be made payable to the
ÒDiocese of West MalaysiaÓ. 

b) Cathedral of  Saint  Mary The Vi rgin. Kuala Lumpur.

St. Mary Õs Anglican Cathedral has been at its present site
on Dataran Merdeka since 1895. A.C. Norman, a
G o v e rnment architect designed the church in an early
English Gothic style. St. Mary Õs, was the first church to be
c o n s t ructed of brick in the Malay States. To date the
Cathedral has built two additional buildings to accommodate
the growing needs of the congregation. With the continued
expansion in the number of church attendees there is now
a further need to build an annexe. A new low-rise wing is
p roposed that will provide space for a multi-purpose hall,
an enlarged Charity shop, meeting rooms and additional
administrative areas. The proposed construction has been
designed to harmonise with the existing building and to
empathise with the roof line of the Cathedral.

Contributions can be made to ÒSt. Mary Õs Cathedral
Redevelopment & Building FundÓ The Chairman, St. Mary Õs
Cathedral, Jalan Raja, 50050 Kuala Lumpur.

c) Nazareth House, Sekolah Menengah Convent  
Bukit  Nanas. Kuala Lumpur.

Convent Bukit Nanas was established in 1899 and moved
to the present site in 1912. Already existing within the
g rounds were two old bungalows. Only one now re m a i n s
and is known as ÒNazarethÓ. It is believed to have once
been the residence of the Chief Justice of the Federated
Malay States and to have been built around 1898. The
g round floor of ÒNazarethÓ has, since 1978,  been utilised
as a re s o u rce centre for the school, while the upper store y
has remained empty. Funds are now being sought to
re s t o re the upper floor of the two-storey timber stru c t u re ,
to house additional classrooms and a prefectsÕ ro o m .

Contributions can be forw a rded to the PIBG, SMK Convent
Bukit Nanas.

d) Methodist  GirlsÕ Primary School One (MGPS1), Melaka.

Mrs. Emma Ferris Shellabear founded the Methodist Girls
School in 1904, to provide quality education to young girls
i rrespective of race or creed. The first location of the school
was at Jalan Tun Tan Cheng Lok, (Heeren Street), but it
moved numerous times, always to larger premises before
settling at the present site in 1927. Here the two-store y
building houses nine classrooms, a hall, library and a 
teachersÕ ro o m .

On 19 August 2004, the roof t imber of one of these 
c l a s s rooms collapsed. As a consequence the school has
been closed and the pupils moved to MGPS 2. Pro p o s e d
repairs to the building have been estimated at nearly
$500,000, and many feel the school is not worth saving.
However the Board of Managers and the Pare n t - Te a c h e r
Association, as well as the Òold girlsÓ of the school feel
o t h e rwise and have come together to raise the sum of
money to repair this much loved wooden building.

MGPS 1, being a mission school, receives limited funding
f rom the government. Monies collected from the appeal
will be used to re s t o re the timber block to its original
grandeur and will create a more conducive and safer study
e n v i ronment for the girls.

Contributions can be sent to the Board of Managers MGS 1,
c/o Wesley Methodist Church Melaka, 358, Jalan Te n g k e r a ,
75200 Melaka.

* For more information on any of these projects, please contact

Elizabeth Cardosa at 03 Ð 2144 9273.
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Sustaining Wor ld Her itage in the 21st
Century ICNT 2005 Ð Washington DC 
15 to 19 October  2005 

Field t rip to Dodona Manor, home and gardens of  General George C Marshall.

At the recent International Conference for National Tru s t s
held in Washington, DC, USA, participants exchange ideas
and best practices on the issue of sustainability re v o l v i n g
a round the themes of:

1. Sustainability and Part n e r s h i p s
2. Advocacy and Education
3. Conservation and Community Revitalization
4. Diversity in Pre s e rvation and Conserv a t i o n

The assembled re p resentatives of National Trusts and similar
o rganisations from countries around the world also adopted
the following 2 Resolutions:

1. To approve the establishment of an International Tru s t
O rganisation, and to authorize an Inaugural Org a n i s i n g
Committee to determine its governance, establish criteria
for membership and provide for its future operations.

2. To endorse the proposal by the U.S. National Trust for
Historic Pre s e rvation to increase federal funding and tax
c redit support for the re c o v e ry, pre s e rvation and 
revitalization of the historic and architectural heritage 
of the Gulf Region of the United States affected by
H u rricanes Katrina and Rita.

At the meeting on National Trusts held on Saturday 
15 October 2005, it was agre e d :

1. That an international body, to be called the Intern a t i o n a l
National Trust Organisation (INTO), should be established
as rapidly as possible to provide improved co-ord i n a t i o n
and cohesion to the National Trust movement at the
i n t e rnational level

2. That an inaugural committee should be appointed with
c o o rdination from the National Trust for Scotland to
oversee the establishment of INTO, including its 
constitution, articles of association, modus operandi

3. That the Edinburgh Declaration should provide the 
c o n s e rvation principles that underpin the operations of
I N T O

4. That the role of INTO should evolve incrementally 
commencing with improved information exchange, 
sharing of best practices, support for new National
Trusts, and international advocacy on behalf of its 
members, but with the aspiration of creating a powerf u l
and effective voice at the international level for the
National Trust movement

5. That the three categories of membership Ð full, aff i l i a t e
and observer Ð should be created with a set of criteria to
define the re q u i rements for full membership

6. That a small secretariat should be established to drive
I N T O

7. That a system of membership subscriptions should be
i n t roduced based on ability to pay (gross, unre s t r i c t e d
n o n - p roject income)

8. That INTO should be launched in Spring 2006 with a
review of pro g ress and future development at the 2007
C o n f e re n c e

Draf t  crit eria f or full membership:

¥ P rofessionally engaged in heritage conservation (cultural
and/or natural heritage)

¥ Operations must be independent of government with 
no government control or influence over its activities

¥ Engaged in the management of heritage sites

¥ Accountable to its membership Ð a membership 
o rg a n i s a t i o n

¥ Policy development/advocacy capability to promote 
h e r i t a g e

¥ Engaged in public education and raising public 
a w a re n e s s

Inaugural Commit tee

Robin Pellew , Chairman Nat ional Trust  for Scot land

David Brow n Nat ional Trust  for Heritage 
Preservat ion (USA)

Bill Turner The Land Conservancy, BC (Canada)

William Zuill Bermuda Nat ional Trust

Simon Murray Nat ional Trust  (England, Wales, 
Northern Ireland)

Johan Carel Beirens The Gelderland Trust  (Netherlands)
de Haan

Michalla Chalupova Nat ional Trust  of  Slovakia 
and ENNHO

Mart in Scicluna Din I-Art  Helw a 
(Nat ional Trust  of  Malta)

Robin Yarrow Nat ional Trust  of  Fiji

SK Misra Indian Nat ional Trust  for Art  and 
Cultural Heritage

Junichi Yoneyama Japan Nat ional Trust

Simon Molesw orth Aust ralian Council of  
Nat ional Trusts

For more information on the conference and pro c e e d i n g s ,
visit www. n a t i o n a l t ru s t . o rg / i n t e rn a t i o n a l

* Badan Warisan Malaysia received a partial scholarship to
attend the ICNT 2005 from the NTHP (USA) thanks to the
g e n e rosity of the Getty Foundation. Our Heritage Centre
M a n a g e r, Lim Ee Lin re p resented Badan Warisan at this 
c o n f e rence. 
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P o s t - c o n f e rence, Badan Warisan Malaysia received the 
following e-mail from Sneska Quaedvlieg Mihailovic,
S e c re t a ry General of Europa Nostra, the pan Euro p e a n
Federation for Cultural Heritage.

ÒOne of the themes discussed was the need to stre n g t h e n
i n t e rnational advocacy, coordination and cooperation 
c o n c e rning heritage at risk. Europa Nostra, leads heritage 
at risk campaigns throughout Europe and is at pre s e n t
involved in an important case to safeguard the 2nd century
AD Roman Baths at Allianoi in Tu r k e y, threatened by the
c o n s t ruction of an irrigation dam. 

The campaign is now in a decisive phase and needs the
s u p p o rt of all people dedicated to the conservation of our
common heritage, in Europe and indeed throughout the
world. 

Although the earthfill dam has been completed, local and
i n t e rnational opposition to the project have been steadily
g rowing. It seems also that the region currently has no
additional irrigation needs, since there is an unused re s e rv o i r
to the north of the site.

Following Europa Nostra's intervention in cooperation with
ICOMOS and the European Association of Arc h a e o l o g i s t s ,
the European Parliament, the European Commission and
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe have
given attention to the case, and letters of concern were
written to key officials of the Turkish Govern m e n t .

Our contacts in the field are sending encouraging re p o rt s ,
that the mood is changing and that with a litt le more 
p re s s u re (both local and international), the Tu r k i s h
G o v e rnment and the local authorities concerned could be
convinced of the need to pre s e rve the site and to develop
its tourism potential for contributing to the sustainable
development of the region. 

I there f o re urge you to lend your support to this import a n t
campaign, by sending an email to  
s a v e - a l l i a n oi @e u ro p a n o s t  r a . o rg , and to spread this
appeal amongst your network of people and organisations 

committed to the pre s e rvation of our common heritage,
encouraging them to support this campaign.Ó 

*  www. e u ro p a n o s t r a . o rg / s a v e _ a l l i a n o i . h t m l

IMES 2005 Ð Kuching, Sarawak

The International Media and Environment Summit is taking
place in Kuching from November 30 to December 2 2005. 

The Summit aims to build bridges between enviro n m e n t a l i s t s ,
business people and journalists from across the globe, so
we can all get better information about our enviro n m e n t .
Sarawak chief minister, Taib Mahmud, will open the 
c o n f e rence, and both the Bakun Dam and logging are 
topics for discussion, so there will be some lively debate.

T h e re is also an environmental f ilm festival running 
alongside, with award-winning films from around the
globe. There are discounted rates of RM600 for Malayasian
residents to attend, and you could tie in the summit with a
visit to old Kuching, following the notes from Badan
Warisan's trip there last year.

For more information, visit www. n e w s w o r l d n a t u re.com or
call Lorien Holland on 012 303 0105.

Third sub-regional 
Southeast Asian teacher  
training workshop on 
using ar t to teach about 
Wor ld Her itage 
15 to 20 January 2005

" Seeing with Young Eyes"  is the title of the third sub-
regional Southeast Asian teacher training workshop on 
using art to teach about World Heritage which will be held
in Penang, Malaysia.

UNESCO, in collaboration with Badan Warisan Malaysia,
A rts-Ed and Penang Heritage Trust is organizing this five
day teacher training workshop which will bring educators
and heritage experts together to strengthen regional 
networks and promote innovative teaching approaches and
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). 

F u rther to the two previous sub-regional workshops which
took place in Sukhothai, Thailand (2000) and Vi g a n ,
Philippines (2001) the training activity aims to review and
assess the results of the multi-year workplan for main-
s t reaming World Heritage Education in the national form a l
and informal curricula. Based on the participantsÕ experience
in promoting and implementing World Heritage education,
and experimenting with newly developed materials and
methods, achievements will be recognized and a follow-up
workplan for the sub-region established seeking to 
m a i n s t ream World Heritage Education in the national 
f o rmal and informal curr i c u l a .

Urgent request of suppor t:
Endangered her itage- The Roman Baths
at Allianoi (Turkey)
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22nd Annual General Meeting

Badan Warisan MalaysiaÕs 22nd AGM was held on Thursday
10 November 2005 chaired by Deputy President, Ar
L a u rence Loh. 

During the matters arising session, there was animated dis-
cussion by members on the need for a permanent ÒhomeÓ
for Badan Warisan Malaysia.  Members also expressed con-
c e rn re g a rding the acceleration of development around No
2 Jalan Stonor.

U n f o rt u n a t e l y, the Garden Walk activity had to be abort e d
because of the rain but we invite members to visit our
G a rden during opening hours.

New Manager  at No 8 Heeren Street

We are delighted to welcome Colin Goh, who joined us in
m i d - S e p t e m b e r, as the new Manager of the No 8 Heere n
S t reet Heritage and Intre p retative Centre.  He is a re t i re d
civil servant who has an active interest in history and her-
i t a g e .

No 8 Heeren Street has been receiving a steady stream of
visitors, most of whom have written very positive comments
on the restoration project. A selection of these comments
will be presented in the next issue of Buletin Wa r i s a n .

John Marcian Cavalho was forced to resign for health 
reasons in August. We would like to thank him for his 
s e rvices to organisation and wish him a speedy re c o v e ry.

End of Year  Wish List

Badan Warisan Malaysia has various maintenance and
upgrading projects going on. Members who attended the
AGM will be familiar with our garden project. 

We are also working on the Rumah Penghulu and Resourc e
C e n t re. If you are interested and available, we are looking
for volunteers to help.  

On our wish list is also a fax machine for No 8 Heere n
S t reet Ð anyone who is upgrading their machine and would
like to donate their old unit, please contact our secretariat. 

End of year  Office Closure

1) The Resource Centre will be closed for stock take f ro m
5 to 14 December 2005. We are also commencing our
R C maintenance and upgrade project which will include
a re o rganisation of the space and improved services. 

2) The Heritage Centre will be closed from 24 December
2005 to 2 January 2006. Emails will be checked 
p e r i o d i c a l l y. 

Badan War isan Malaysia Council Members

Tan Sri DatoÕ Seri (Dr) Ahmad Sarji bin Abdul Hamid,
P re s i d e n t
Ar Laurence Loh, Deputy Pre s i d e n t
Christopher Boyd, H o n o r a ry Tre a s u re r
DatoÕ H S Barlow, H o n o r a ry Secre t a ry
Datuk Abdul Rahim Abdullah
Ar Helena Aman Hashim
Ishak Ariff i n
Datuk Haji Ismail Adam
Dr Chandran Jeshuru n
DatoÕ Ir Lee Yee Cheong
Ar Jimmy C S Lim
Ar Lillian Ta y

H o n o r a ry Council Members
Puan Sri Datin Amar Elizabeth Moggie
Datin Valerie Albakri
Datin Waveney Jenkins
Tuan Haji Norzam Darm i n
Puan Sri Datin Susan Jalaluddin

S e c re t a r i a t
Elizabeth Cardosa, Executive Dire c t o r
Lim Ee Lin, Heritage Centre Manager
Lee Chai Ching, Accounts Off i c e r
Intan Syaheeda Abu Bakar, I n f o rmation Off i c e r

8 Heeren Street Centre Manager
Colin Goh

Buletin Warisan 
Diana Cooper, Editor
e d i t or @b a d a n w a r i s a n . o rg . m y
ganesha97@hotmail.com 

Badan Warisan Malaysia Company No. 104798-A

2 Jalan Stonor, 50450 Kuala Lumpur
Tel:  603 2144 9273  
Fax: 603 2145 7884
Email: heritage@b a d a n w a r i s a n . o rg . m y
w w w. b a d a n w a r i s a n . o rg . m y

Opening hours 
O ffice: Mondays to Saturdays 9 am to 6 pm
Exhibition Centre: Mondays to Saturdays 10am to 5.30 pm
R e s o u rce Centre: Tuesdays to Saturdays 10 am to 4 pm
Rumah Penghulu tours: Twice daily Mondays to Saturd a y s
at 11 am & 3 pm (other times by prior appointment)

No 8 Heeren Street Heritage Centre
8 Jalan Tun Tan Cheng Lock, 75200 Melaka 
Tel: 606 281 1507
E-mail: 8heeren@b a d a n w a r i s a n . o rg . m y
Open Tuesdays to Saturdays 11 am to 4 pm

SeasonsÕ Greetings and 
Best Wishes for  the New Year  to

all our  members and fr iends.


